Country Boy Farmers Market Rules of Operation for the 2024/2025 Season

Welcome to the Country Boy Farmers Market, an initiative dedicated to bringing the freshest, locally sourced products to our community. As part of our commitment to fostering a vibrant marketplace, the following rules of operation have been established.

1. Vendor Application

1.1 Application Process
1.1.1 All interested vendors must agree to these rules by signing and submitting a completed application form along with any required additional documents.

1.2 Participation
1.2.1 Submission of a completed application is required for participation.

1.3 Selection
 1.3.1 Acceptance is determined by the market manager, with possible review by the Vendor Committee. Vendors may be subject to a 90-day evaluation period.

2. Application Fees

 2.1 Vendors
2.1.1 Food Vendors: $35 application fee.
2.1.2 Craft Vendors: $35 application fee, including photos of booth and products.


2.2 Refunds
2.2.1 Application fees are non-refundable.

 3. Eligibility and Admission

3.1 Criteria
3.1.1 Open to those who grow or produce food, agricultural, or craft products within the state, adhering to established guidelines.

 4. Vendor Categories and Product Guidelines

 4.1 Farmers/Ranchers
4.1.1 Vendors in this category are the backbone of our market, providing a variety of fresh, locally grown food products. This includes:
· Fruits and Vegetables: A wide range of seasonal offerings.
· Meat: Quality cuts from locally raised animals.
· Mushrooms: Specialty and common varieties.
· Nuts, Seeds, and Grains: Nutritious staples for every kitchen.
· Herbs: Fresh and dried options for culinary and medicinal uses.
· Horticultural Goods: Plants, flowers, and other garden-related products.
Please note: While we celebrate the diversity of farm products, currently, milk and eggs are excluded from our market offerings.

 4.2 Food Specialties:
4.2.1 This category is for vendors who tantalize our taste buds with their culinary creations, including but not limited to:
· Baked Goods: Breads, pastries, and other baked delights.
· Mixes: Pre-packaged mixes for easy home cooking.
· Prepared Entrees: Ready-to-eat meals for convenience.
· Candies, Jams/Jellies: Sweet treats and preserves.
· Spices and Condiments: To enhance any dish.
· Cheese: Artisanal and specialty cheeses.
· Beverages: Non-alcoholic drinks, including juices and teas.
· Honey and Pastas: Natural sweeteners and homemade pasta varieties.

 4.3 Crafts
4.3.1 Craft vendors offer items that are handcrafted and not intended for consumption, enriching our market with creativity and artistry. Products in this category include:
· Soaps and Lotions: Handmade for natural care.
· Candles: Scented and unscented options for ambiance.
· Clothing: Handcrafted garments for all ages.
· Pet Food/Supplies: Natural and healthy options for pets.
· Kitchenware: Handmade utensils and decor.
· Pottery, Artwork, and Jewelry: Unique creations for home and personal adornment.
· Leather Goods: Durable and designed items.

 5. Vendor Composition Goals
5.1 Aiming for a vendor ratio of 45% Farmers/Ranchers, 35% Food Specialties, and 20% Crafts.
* We'll review applications with these ratios in mind to ensure a balanced market that meets our community's needs.

 
6. Country Boy Farmers Market - Denison, TX: Vendor Guidelines
Vendor Diversity and Product Origin:

6.1 Variety Maximization
6.1.1 Limiting overlapping product types to balance variety with competition.

 6.2 Vendor Acceptance
6.2.1 Managed by the Market Manager, with the Vendor Committee's input as needed.

6.3 Local and Texan Products
6.3.1 All items sold must be grown, produced, or processed within Texas or Oklahoma to support local farmers, artisans, and producers.

6.4 Local Farm Products
6.4.1 At least 60% of farm-raised products must originate within a 150-mile radius of Denison, TX. Vendors must clearly display their farm's name and location.

6.5 Sourcing Flexibility
6.5.1 Exceptions for products outside the 150-mile radius are at the Market Manager's discretion, prioritizing overall product availability and diversity.
6.6 Resale and Co-op Products
6.6.1 Up to 40% of farm products can be sourced from other local farms, with clear signage indicating the source.
6.6.2 Commercial wholesale and distributor products are prohibited to maintain market integrity and local focus.
6.6.3 Direct sales of food specialties may be considered individually, ensuring they meet our standards for local production and quality.

7. Standards Enforcement
7.1 Vendors not adhering to product standards face actions as outlined in our Professional Standards policy.

 8. Vendor Requirements and Compliance

 8.1 Sales Tax Certificate
8.1.1 Vendors shall provide a Sales Tax Certificate if applicable.

8.2 Liability Insurance
8.2.1 All food vendors are required to carry a minimum of $1 million in liability insurance. The policy must list Country Boy Farmers Market as an additional insured party. This is crucial for protecting both the vendor and the market against liability claims.

 8.3 Legal and Regulatory Compliance

8.3.1 Acknowledgement and Indemnity: Upon application, all vendors must sign an acknowledgment and indemnity statement. This confirms their understanding of an agreement to abide by the market rules and regulations, including liability for their products and actions.

8.3.2 Cottage Food Legislation Compliance: Vendors selling homemade food items must adhere to the Texas Cottage Food Law (HB970, effective 9/1/2013). This includes proper labeling of all food products, detailing ingredients, potential allergens, and contact information of the producer. It is essential for ensuring consumer safety and informed purchasing decisions.
8.3.3 Food Handler's Certification: Vendors offering prepared foods must present a valid food handler’s card to the Market Manager before participating in the market. This certification demonstrates the vendor's knowledge of safe food handling practices, contributing to the overall health and safety standards of the market.

 9. Health Department Compliance

9.1 General Compliance
9.1.1 All vendors must adhere to the regulations set forth by the Grayson County Health Department to ensure public health and safety in the market. For more information or clarification on regulations, vendors should contact:

Grayson County Health Department

Address: 205 N Houston Denison, TX 75021. United States; County: Grayson. 
Phone Number: (903) 465-2878
Hours: Monday - Friday, 8am to 5pm

 9.2 Special Permits for Food Vendors
9.2.1 Vendors selling temperature-controlled or potentially hazardous foods must obtain specific approvals and permits from the Grayson County Health Department. These regulations ensure that all food sold at the market is safe and handled properly.

9.3 Market Management's Role
9.3.1 The Country Boy Farmers Market management does not interpret health codes. It is the vendor's responsibility to ensure their certification and permit status is in compliance with city regulations.
9.4 Vendor Responsibilities for Fees and Fines
9.4.1 Any fees or fines levied by the City of Denison on a vendor for non-compliance or violations are the sole responsibility of the vendor.

9.5 Permit Availability
9.5.1 Vendors must always have all necessary permits available for inspection at their booth during market operations.
9.6 Sampling Regulations
9.6.1 All sampling activities must comply with the Grayson County Health Department's guidelines. Sampling must be conducted within the vendor's designated booth area to maintain health and safety standards.

10. Booth Fees

10.1 Vendors at the Country Boy Farmers Market are required to pay fees for their booth spaces, which are determined based on whether they require electricity and the type of vendor. The fees are structured as follows to ensure that all vendors contribute fairly to the operational costs of the market and can take advantage of the facilities provided:

10.2 Standard Booth (without electricity): $40 per market session. This option is suitable for vendors who do not require electrical support for their booths. It is ideal for those selling non-perishable goods, crafts, or produce that does not require refrigeration or heating.

10.3 Premium Booth (with electricity): $50 per market session. This fee applies to vendors who need electrical access for their products, such as those selling hot food, needing refrigeration, or using equipment that requires power.

10.4 Food Trucks: Given their unique needs and space requirements, food trucks are charged a $35 application fee, similar to other vendors, with a space fee of $40 per market session, which does not include electricity. 
10.5 All vendors, regardless of booth type or electricity needs, are subject to a Social Media Management Fee of $10 per month. This mandatory fee covers the costs associated with promoting the market and its vendors on various social media platforms, ensuring wide visibility, and attracting a larger customer base to the market.

 
11. Market Operations

11.1 The Country Boy Farmers Market operates every Saturday, year-round, with varying hours based on the season:

11.2 Operating Schedule
11.2.1 April through November: 8:00 AM - 2:00 PM
11.2.2 January through March: 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM

 11.3 Vendor Setup
11.3.1 Arrival and Setup: Vendors are allowed and encouraged to arrive up to 2 hours before the market opens to prepare their booths and displays. This preparation time is crucial for ensuring a smooth and successful market day for both vendors and customers.
11.3.2 Latest Setup Time: No setup is permitted after 7:45 AM to maintain a calm and orderly environment as we welcome early shoppers.
11.2.3 Market Duration Commitment: Vendors must commit to staying for the entire duration of the market hours. Early teardown is prohibited to ensure a full and engaging market experience for visitors throughout the market's operating hours, even if vendors sell out of their product.

11.4 Compliance:
11.4.1 Strict adherence to these guidelines is required to ensure fairness and opportunity for all vendors and to enhance the shopping experience for our community. The Country Boy Farmers Market aims to foster a supportive, vibrant, and reliable marketplace for both our vendors and our customers.


12. Booth Specifications and Vendor Responsibilities:
12.1 Booth Size: Each vendor space measures twelve feet by 12 feet, accommodating a variety of setups.
12.1.2 Supplies: Vendors must provide their own equipment, including tents, tables, chairs, and signage. Electricity will be available for those who need it, with associated costs.
12.1.3 Presentation: We encourage attractive, clear displays. Vendors should not block access to neighboring booths and must manage customer lines efficiently.
12.1.4 Community Participation: Participation in market-associated events is encouraged, benefiting both the market and the community.
 	12.1.5 Market Display Approval: The Market Manager or designated representative reserves the right to approve all vendor displays for safety and compliance.

12.2 Operational Conduct:
12.2.1 Product Listing: Vendors can only sell items approved in their application, ensuring product variety and quality.
12.2.2 Cleanliness: Vendors are responsible for their booth's cleanliness and must remove all trash at the market's closing. A penalty applies for non-compliance.
12.2.3 Liability: Vendors bear full responsibility for any damage caused by their products or operations.
12.2.4 Prohibitions: Smoking, vaping, pets (except service animals), live animal sales, firearms, unpermitted alcohol, and drugs are strictly prohibited.
12.2.5 Rule Compliance: Failure to adhere to market rules may result in immediate expulsion and further legal action. No refunds will be issued for such expulsions.

12.3 Market Integrity and Updates:
12.3.1 Enforcement: The Market Committee handles violations, with appeal processes in place for fair resolution.
12.3.2 Staff Conduct: Vendors are expected to ensure their staff are fully briefed and compliant with all market rules.
12.3.3 Communication: Stay informed with weekly updates from the Market Manager for important announcements.
12.3.4 Inclusivity: All promotional materials must be pre-approved, maintaining an inclusive and focused market environment.

13. Professional Standards:
13.1 Vendors are expected to always conduct themselves professionally, with specific attire and grooming standards in place.

14. Parking Guidelines for Vendors

14.1 Vendor Parking Protocol
14.1.1 After unloading, vendors must move their vehicle to the designated area.

14.2 Restricted Parking Areas
14.2.1 Specific restrictions apply to ensure optimal parking organization.

14.3 Vehicle Movement Restrictions
14.3.1 Ensuring safety by restricting vehicle movement during market hours.

15. Market Closure and Bad Weather Policy

15.1 Rain or Shine Policy
15.1.1 The Country Boy Farmers Market operates rain or shine, with a commitment to providing a vibrant marketplace regardless of weather conditions. However, safety is our priority, and as such, we have specific protocols for adverse weather events.

15.2 Weather Cancellations
15.2.1 The market may be cancelled in cases of severe weather forecasts (e.g., ice, sleet, lightning, high winds) that pose safety risks.
15.2.2 Vendors will be notified of any cancellations by 5 PM on the Thursday before the scheduled Saturday market.
15.2.3 In the event of cancellation, vendor booth fees will be credited towards future market dates.
15.3 Mid-Market Closures
15.3.1 Should extreme weather necessitate closing the market early, vendors in attendance will receive a booth fee credit.
15.3.2 A communication system will be in place for rapid notification in such situations, as well as other emergencies.

15.4 Vendor Attendance Decisions
15.4.1 Vendors deciding against attending due to personal judgment of weather conditions must notify the Market Manager by 5 PM on Thursday to receive a booth fee credit.
15.4.2 Failure to notify or attend without prior communication will result in forfeiture of the booth fee for that day.
15.4.3 A $30 "day of" booth fee will be assessed for vendors who reverse their cancellation decision and attend the market.

15.5 Commitment to Participation
15.5.1 Regular attendance is expected as per the commitment made in the annual application. Absenteeism affects the market's integrity and the customer experience.
15.5.2 Repeated unnotified absences may lead to the loss of the assigned booth space and further actions as deemed necessary by market management.



16. Violations and Enforcement
16.1 Procedures for addressing violations of market rules, including potential suspension or revocation of the right to sell.

The Country Boy Farmers Market is committed to creating a welcoming, productive environment for vendors and shoppers alike. By participating in the market, vendors contribute to a thriving community space that values local agriculture and craftsmanship.


